Lenten Study 2011

Session Seven

Questions for Discussion
» Recall some of the sites you have seen these last few weeks: Gethsemane, the pit beneath
Caiaphas’ house, the whipping post, the stone pavement, the Stone of Unction, the Garden
Tomb. How has seeing these sites and objects informed your understanding of what Jesus means

for you? For the world?

» Consider the stark contrast between Lenin’s tomb in Moscow (a body encased in glass) and
Christ’s tomb in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (a small piece of stone encased in glass).
What does that say to you about the human condition and the power of God?

> In John’s Gospel, the risen Christ appears in a garden and is mistaken for a gardener. If we are
called to participate with Jesus, the Gardener, in restoring and bringing healing to the original
garden of our world, what might that look like in your life?

> The Gospels writers acknowledged that even those who saw the empty tomb struggled to
understand Jesus’ resurrection. What part has doubt played in your beliefs about the
Resurrection?

> What metaphor would you use to describe Christ’s victory over sin and death?

Bible Study and Discussion

Acts 9:1 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest % and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. * Now as he was going
along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. * He fell to the
ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" > He asked, "Who are
you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 5 But get up and enter the city, and
you will be told what you are to do." ’ The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because
they heard the voice but saw no one. ® Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he
could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. ® For three days he was
without sight, and neither ate nor drank. '° Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The
Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias.” He answered, "Here [ am, Lord.” '! The Lord said to him, "Get
up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At
this moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his
hands on him so that he might regain his sight." '* But Ananias answered, "Lord, T have heard from
many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 1 and here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name." '> But the Lord said to him, "Go, for
he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the
people of Israel; '® I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name." S0
Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus,
who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with
the Holy Spirit." '® And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored.
Then he got up and was baptized,
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The Bible describes how Paul himself had an encounter with the resurrected Christ, an encounter that
completely transformed him. In what ways would you say your experience with the risen Christ has

changed you?

1 Corinthians 15:1 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to
you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, ? through which also you are being saved if
you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you-- unless you have come to believe in vain. 3 For
I handed on to you as of first im 4portance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the scriptures, " and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the scriptures, > and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. ® Then he appeared
to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some
have died. ” Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. ® Last of all, as to one untimely born, he
appeared also to me. ®Forl am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God. ' But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has
not been in vain. On the contrary, [ worked harder than any of them-- though it was not I, but the grace
of God that is w1th me. ! Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to

believe.

In these verses, Paul powerfully and succinctly proclaims the gospel of Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Summarize what you understand Paul to be saying and how that message grounds your own faith in
Jesus.

1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unnghteous in order to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the ﬂesh but made alive in the spmt ? in which also he went
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were
saved through water.

Consider the idea that Jesus sought out those most alienated from God, even in the realm of the dead.
How might this idea contribute to your understanding of Jesus’ mission in the world?

In Perspective
Mark 15:42 When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath, ** Joseph of

Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly
to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. ** Then leate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he
asked him whether he had been dead for some time. * When he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the
body to Joseph. ** Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a
tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.

In the Eyes of Joseph of Arimathea
Imagine you are Joseph. You are about to handle the lifeless body of Jesus and transport him to a burial place you own. Not
a single one of those disciples who followed Jesus when he was alive is around to help you. What do you see? What do you
hear? What do you feel? What are you thinking?

Matthew 28:1 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see
the tomb. > And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled
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back the stone and sat on it. ° His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. * For fear of him the guards
shook and became like dead men. ° But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; 1 know that you are looking for Jesus
who was crucified. ° He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. " Then go quickly
and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see
him.’ This is my message for you.” ® So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. °
Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. '° Then
Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."

In the Eyes of Mary Magdalene
Imagine that you are Mary Magdalene. You saw the lifeless body of Jesus and watched Joseph of Arimathea take it away.
But now you have arrived at the tomb, and the stone is rolled away from the entrance. Someone is telling you that Jesus is
alive. You stumble away in shock. What do you see? Hear? Feel? What are you thinking?

Luke 24:13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, *
and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. ** While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself
came near and went with them, '° but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. '’ And he said to them, "What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?" They stood still, looking sad.  Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in
these days?" * He asked them, "What things?" They replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty
in deed and word before God and all the people, *° and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned
to death and crucified him. *' But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the
third day since these things took place. > Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early
this morning, ** and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of
angels who said that he was alive. > Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had
said; but they did not see him." * Then he said to them, "Oh, how Joolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets have declared! *° Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his
glory?" ¥’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the
scriptures. % As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. * But they
urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay
with them. *° When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. *' Then their eyes
were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. ** They said to each other, "Were not our hearts
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”** That same hour they
got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. * They were saying,
"The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!" ** Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

In the Eyes of Cleopas
Imagine you are Cleopas. You have been eating with a stranger who seems familiar to you. All of a sudden you know who

he is. ‘What do you see? Hear? Feel? What are you thinking?

John 20:19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you.” ° After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. *! Jesus said to them again, "Peace
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
"Receive the Holy Spirit. Z* If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained."** But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. ** So the other
disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my
Jinger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, 1 will not believe.” *° A week later his disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be
with you."*’ Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do
not doubt but believe." *® Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"* Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."

In the Eyes of Doubting Thomas

Imagine you are Thomas. You have heard your fellow disciples talk about seeing Jesus, but you are not buying it. You will
believe it when you see Jesus. Suddenly, there he is! What do you see? Hear? Feel? What are you thinking?
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